
Po r t h  C o u n t y  C o m m u n i t y  S c h o o l  

Dear Parent/Carer, 

I am absolutely delighted to pre-

sent the final school newsletter 

for 2016 – 2017. As you will see, 

it is packed full of the opportuni-

ties and experiences that staff at 

Porth County endeavour to pro-

vide pupils with, wherever possi-

ble. We have had an incredible 

year yet again. The redevelop-

ment of the site ahead of the new 

through-school opening Septem-

ber 2018 is in full swing. Pupils 

returning this September will be 

able to enjoy brand new facilities 

in the form of new Science labs, 

DT workshops and a multi gym for 

PE lessons. The school website 

and app is being regularly updat-

ed to keep everyone informed as 

each new phase of the develop-

ment begins.  

Year 11 and Sixth Form pupils 

have worked extremely hard all 

year. We celebrated their efforts 

with the first ever Year 11 Prom 

and, sadly, the last ever Year 13 

Sixth Form Summer Ball in July. 

These were both great evenings. 

The Year 11 Prom will now be-

come a firm date within the 

school calendar. Pictures of both 

evenings can be found on our 

Twitter feed and Facebook page. I 

would like to thank the incredible 

hard work of teaching and sup-

port staff which has helped to 

guide and encourage pupils 

through their exams. I wish every-

one all the very best for your re-

sults in August. 

As the year comes to a close, I 

would also like to thank parents, 

carers and the local community 

for their support. This has made a 

difference for many pupils 

throughout the year, and I look 

forward to this continuing once 

again from September. 

Best wishes for a restful summer 

break. 

 

Mr Jenkins 

Headteacher Introduction 

INFORMATION 

www.porthcounty.org.uk 

Follow us on : 

@porthcounty 

Our Wellbeing team are: 

Anna Jenkins –  

anna.jenkins@porthcounty.org.uk 

Year 7, 12 and 13 

 

Lesa Whitehead –  

lesa.whitehead@porthcounty.org.uk 

Year 8 and 9 

 

Teresa Andrews –  

teresa.andrews@porthcounty.org.uk 

Year 10 and 11 

 

Also available on our new App 

School returns on  
7th September 2017 
 
October Half Term  
30th Oct – 3rd November 
 
Christmas 
23rd December—9th 
January 
Inset Day 8th January 

A massive whole 

school project to 

be proud of… 

Full story on  

page 12 

The last year has seen some 

of the biggest changes to the 

landscape of Porth County 

Community School in over a 

generation. Students, staff 

and visitors are greeted daily 

with the sight of huge con-

struction vehicles and a small 

army of men in hard hats and 

high visibility jackets as they 

busily complete the building 

work for the new Porth Middle 

School. Senior Assistant Headteacher Mr Cronin, a lifelong collector of Tonka toys, has been in his element 

as JCBs and cranes form part of his daily backdrop. 

It is safe to say these are exciting times for students at Porth. The old “Lower School” building, once the girl’s 

grammar school, was removed earlier in the year. This demolition work was quickly followed by the sight of 

the new primary school buildings beginning to take shape. Currently the skeletal steel framework gives an 

indication of the scale of this modern, inspirational new building.  

The secondary school building is also undergoing some exciting changes with work on a new suite of science 

laboratories and Design and Technology workshops currently well underway. A new gym will also soon be 

completed and a wholescale refurbishment of the interior of the building is about to take place. 

These works herald a massively important change for education in Porth and even in these early stages it is 

clear that they represent a huge investment in the young people of our community. As Winston Churchill said: 

“We shape our buildings; thereafter they shape us.” If this is the case then these exciting developments sug-

gest a very positive future for students of Porth. 

Under construction 



Hay Literary Festival—making hay while the sun shines 

Taith i Amgueddfa Sain Ffagan /Trip to St Fagan’s Museum 

On April 5th, many students from Year 7 

had the opportunity to develop their Welsh lan-

guage skills in a visit to St Fagans Museum with 

Mrs Morse and Mr Hicks.  Throughout the various 

activities, students were able to hear Welsh being 

spoken through a bilingual shopping workshop and 

various interactions with museum staff during the 

day.  It was fantastic to see so many students com-

municating so confidently in Welsh.  The competi-

tion winners for outstanding use of Welsh during 

the visit were Lucie Elgin (7AI), Corey Evans (7AI) 

and Ben Bryer (7JM). Da iawn chi! 

Please follow the Welsh Department’s Twitter feed 

@PCCSCymraeg 

Porth County students visit ‘the town of books’ 

Designed to inspire and enthuse all 

learners, the Schools Programme 

events are part of Hay Festival’s com-

mitment to children and young people.  

The Programme is funded by the 

Welsh Government and Hay Festival 

Educational Trust.  

  

On Friday 26th May, fifty four students from Years 7 

– 10 had the chance to meet amazing writers, per-

formers and poets.  Inspirational authors brought 

their books to life through dynamic live perfor-

mance and pupils had the opportunity to explore 

with them a range of topics including humour, his-

tory, football and conservation, as well as loneli-

ness, empathy and tolerance.  This year, the 30th 

anniversary of the first Hay Festival event, pupils 

also had the chance to discover what it takes to 

create a storybook world and become a writer. All 

authors attending had their books on sale and 

were on hand after their events giving everyone in 

the audience a wonderful opportunity to get a book 

signed and ask further questions. 

 

The weather couldn’t have been any better; it was 

almost as if Mrs Knibbs had specifically ordered 

the sunshine!  Setting off from Porth with Mrs 

Knibbs, Miss Regan, Miss Stephens and Mr Hicks, 

the students were eager to see what Hay had to 

offer.  Upon arriving at Hay, we were immediately 

impressed by the level of security after the sad 

events in Manchester that week, and were made to 

feel extremely safe upon entering the festival site.  

After splitting into groups, the students were able 

to explore what the site had to offer before meeting 

back up for the first workshop. 

 

The first of these was at 11.30 with Daniel Morden 

and Teri Terry.  Daniel Morden is one of the UK’s 

foremost storytellers, travelling the world telling 

stories to adults and children in arts centres, thea-

tres, libraries, museums and festivals. Magic runs 

through his gruesome, fantastical and hypnotic 

tales, turning even the most sceptical into believ-

ers. In this session Morden brought to life his Dark 
Continued on next page 



Hay festival 
Tales from the Woods, combining the roles of trou-

badour, actor, bard, and stand-up comedian in an 

engaging, interactive performance.  Gales of laugh-

ter were heard echoing all around the grounds!   

Teri Terry is a YA writer of dystopian and psychologi-

cal thrillers that cover themes of conspiracies, fam-

ily secrets, lies, authority, power, love and friend-

ship. Focusing on her most recent book Contagion, 

the first in a new series that looks at survival and 

transformation, love and power, Terry discussed 

how she turns ideas into stories. She included 

practical advice for all those who want to write.  

The students were then able to get a taste of the 

multitude of Welsh cuisine on offer in the festival’s 

food court (delicious!) and were able to spend a 

little more time exploring the many book stalls and 

side tents before heading for their second work-

shop of the day with Phil Earle, Pete Kalu or the 

strangely entitled SUPER INTELLIGENT HIGH TECH 

ROBOT SHOW! 

Phil Earle is a writer who says “Don’t wear your 

headphones on the bus and you’ll see that there is 

great drama in the everyday, waiting for you to 

write down.” Earle’s latest title, Mind the Gap, grew 

out of his constant search for possible stories. He 

offered a high-energy, interactive session that en-

thused the most reluctant of readers, and prove 

that we are all storytellers. As a child, Phil Earle 

wanted to be a professional footballer or a singer. 

He didn’t like reading fiction but he did like comics 

and he learnt to love books when he worked in a 

children’s bookshop. 

Pete Kalu is a poet, novelist and playwright who 

has had eight books, two film scripts and three 

theatre plays produced to date. For many years he 

ran a Hulme- based carnival band called Moko 

Jumbi (Ghosts of the Gods), which took to the 

streets at Manchester Caribbean Carnival every 

July on three-feet-high stilts. Students were able to 

watch Kalu pull off the tricks of his writing trade – 

he can tightrope walk, unicycle and juggle – and 

learnt how he weaves these 

tricks into his novels, where 

they are metaphors for frus-

tration, adventure and dar-

ing. The author has also 

spent time dressed up as a 

zombie and acting in a film 

as a corpse. Students could 

learn how to be a corpse 

and enter his zombie com-

petition. All the content 

relates back to his three YA 

novels the Silent Striker, 

Being Me and Zombie XI. 

The Super Intelligent High 

Tech Robot Show did not 

disappoint!  Ever wondered 

how robots work, what they 

do and why we even have 

them? Students were able 

to join the Science Museum 

as they took them on an 

amazing interactive journey 

into the world of robots. Students were able to dis-

cover how we program them, how they’re engi-

neered and which is best – robot technology or 

human biology. This exciting and engaging science 

show featured incredible live robot demonstrations 

and experiments. After a very hot final workshop 

session, students headed for the book shops 

where they were able to purchase books from their 

favourite authors and some were even lucky 

enough to get their books signed before heading 

off home – tired and hot but thoroughly enter-

tained! 

 

Over two days in February a group of learners 

from year seven were involved in a transition 

project all about samba drumming.  The learn-

ers were joined by pupils from years five and 

six from our feeder primary schools for practi-

cal workshops using authentic samba drums.  

The workshops were led by a specialist per-

cussion teacher who 

had spent time teach-

ing pupils in each of the 

primary schools prior to 

the workshops at our 

school.  Our year seven 

pupils took no time at 

all to catch up and 

were soon making a 

fantastic samba sound 

alongside the pupils 

from the primary 

schools.     

Samba Transition Project 



Spring concert, hits the right note 
On Thursday 25th May the Music depart-

ment hosted a Spring Concert in the school 

hall.  The concert featured around sixty 

members of the Junior and Senior choirs, 

and a number of soloists from all year 

groups.  Highlights from the concert includ-

ed ‘How Far I’ll Go’ and ‘Stiches’ by Junior 

Choir and ‘Broken Strings’ and ‘The Scien-

tist’ by the Senior Choir.  The soloists that 

evening were Chloe Shire, Jolie Hill, Cersha 

Quigley, Abbie Evans, Lucy Clifford-Young, 

Caitlin Henderson, Ella Roberts and Jasmin 

Coles.  The concert was enjoyed by families 

and friends of the performers as well as 

staff.   

Congratulations to all pupils involved, you 

should all feel very proud of such an excel-

lent performance.    

On Wednesday 8th March, school parliament were given the 

opportunity to visit the Houses of Parliament in Westminster, 

London. The students were treated to a tour of Parliament and 

they had a meeting with Chris Bryant (Labour MP for RCT) in 

one of the cabinet rooms.  

The students were blown away by the interactive tour of the 

history of Parliament, as were the teachers. The walls came 

alive with history. They learned about how parliament started, 

the revolt against the monarchy and lots of interesting history. 

The students said afterwards that they found it very informative; 

they enjoyed learning about the history of the building they were 

sitting in.  

The students then had a meeting with Chris Bryant, where Chris 

explained what inspired him to become an MP; students were 

then able to quizz him about his beliefs and what he believes 

should be done to help the valleys in the future.  

As a bonus, the students were also treated to a show on the 

West End – The Lion King. The students were wowed by the 

production, singing along to the music and just having a won-

derful time. A thoroughly good time was had by all.   

Fashion show— 

lead creative school 

After receiving funding from The Arts Council of Wales, a group 

of Year 9 Maths students planned and produced a very suc-

cessful fashion show working with the production company 

“Its My Shout”. The show celebrated a century of fashion 

trends and very enthusiastic staff and students strutted down 

the catwalk accompanied by music from the era. Our two com-

pares, Lucy Clifford Young and Sophie Pearce, did an amazing 

job of supplying the audience with interesting facts from each 

decade. The show really brought our school community togeth-

er with visitors from Ty Porth care home who reminisced about 

the ‘good old days’. A fantastic night which will be remem-

bered for the next century! 

School Parliament visits Houses 

of Parliament 



In March, Year 10 RE GCSE took 

a trip to the Cardiff Reform Syna-

gogue as part of their study of 

Judaism. The pupils were wel-

comed into the synagogue by 

members of the Jewish commu-

nity and had their questions 

answered about beliefs and 

practices of the Jewish faith. 

They were also given the chance 

to look at the Torah scrolls in 

detail and all aspects of Jewish 

life in Wales explained to them. 

It was an invaluable opportunity 

that has enhanced their 

knowledge and understanding of 

the religion. 

And now… the news report 
At the beginning of March two teams of Year 8 pupils 

pitched ideas for a news item based on their study of 

ethical issues in RE to producers from BBC's Wales To-

day.  The producers were hugely impressed with the pro-

fessionalism, confidence and hard work shown by the 

pupils.   

They decided to run with the idea presented by Isabel 

Jones, Molly Pearce, Halle Howells and Holly 

Ahearne.  The idea the girls decided to focus on was the 

impact that the use of social media is having on the men-

tal health of young people as this was something that was 

concerning them and others in their year group. 

The girls researched the entire piece themselves and 

when the BBC arrived at the school to film the piece they 

were amazed at the amount of preparation that they had 

done.  We had an exciting day filming at the school with 

pupils and staff being interviewed about the issue. 

On 16th March we went to Cardiff to the BBC studi-

os.  The children's commissioner, Sally Holland, was so 

interested in this topic that she agreed to be interviewed 

by the girls, she was extremely complimentary about the 

way the girls conducted the interview and how articulate 

and interested they were. 

The piece was researched, scripted, edited and produced 

by our Year 8 girls and the final piece was amazing.  It 

made every news bulletin throughout the day and was 

shown on the flagship 6:30 BBC Wales Today. 

Off to  
the  
synagogue! 



Transition 

Graphics 

Rewards Trip 

STE

Seven Skills Transition Project 
The department of Seven Skills has been 

in regular contact with the feeder schools 

to help set the scene for life at Porth 

County Community School in September 

2017. It has liaised with Year 6 teachers 

to ensure they are prepared to meet the 

needs of all individual students joining the 

school in September. The purpose of the 

transition project is to ensure Year 7 have 

an enjoyable and positive experience. It 

will also help prepare them for the years 

ahead and to achieve more. Our transition 

project has involved a range of experienc-

es and effective liaison with feeder 

schools and the write-up below is one of 

them: 

During the first week of June, Porth Coun-

ty Community School took Year 6 from 

cluster schools on a trip to Llandaf Cathe-

dral and to the Hindu Temple.  The focus 

of the visit was to introduce the pupils to 

the religions of Christianity and Hinduism. 

Prior to the visit two teachers visited from 

Porth County Community School to deliver 

an introductory lesson on Hinduism. This 

resulted in pupils designing their own God 

and entering a competition in the school.  

On the day of the visit pupils were collect-

ed from their primary schools and taken 

to The Hindu Temple in Cardiff. At the 

temple, pupils were introduced to the 

beliefs and philosophy of the religion. This 

involved them taken part in various activi-

ties such as meditation, yoga and playing 

musical instruments. 

The children couldn’t believe the god had 

more outfits than they had (75 in total! 

more clothes than Mrs Knibbs!)  

All the children had to respect the religion 

of the temple and had to make sure they 

were appropriately clothed and had to 

wear scarves, which covered their hair. No 

food was allowed in the temple either. Mr 

Bromage, from Porth Juniors, loved wear-

ing his pink flowered scarf.  

The children took turns at playing differ-

ent musical instruments. Everyone thor-

oughly enjoyed making their own music 

including the teachers. 

The children also took part in a bit of yoga 

and learnt different relaxation techniques. 

“I think the teachers could learn a lot 

from this too.” 

During the visit the children saw lots of 

different symbols and part of the project 

was to learn about what they represent 

and link them to their key questions. The 

children asked many questions and the 

temple representatives were extremely 

impressed with their behaviour. 

The children learnt about the Hindu greet-

ings and how to pronounce them. They 

were very interested in how the worship-

pers in the Temple perform their morning 

duties. 

The second part of the visit was to Llan-

daf Cathedral in the afternoon; here stu-

dents carried out more activities, which 

included a treasure hunt of religious sym-

bols, designed their own stained glass 

window, and sketched different architec-

ture. 

The cluster schools joined together out-

side the Cathedral for a group photo. 

The children loved exploring the cathedral 

and looking at different symbols for inspi-

ration for their project and comparing 

them with the Hindu Temple. 

The children then went on to design their 

own stained glass window and to create 

their own temple. 

As you can see a lot of hard work went 

into their designing. 

After the hard work the pupils were re-

warded with an ice cream and time to 

play in the park with friends and bond 

with new ones      

 

 

 

 

 



Earlier this year we, as year 10 students and members of RAISE 

group, alongside Year 11 RE students, embarked on a memora-

ble journey to the historical and unique city of Rome.  

As a small, but perfectly formed group, we had the initial excite-

ment of travelling to Rome by plane rather than the normal 

coach.  For some of us it was the first time we had ever been on 

a plane; for some it was the first time they had ever had a pass-

port!  This, in itself, began what was to be an amazing trip.  We 

arrived in Rome to be greeted by our tour guide who many 

thought was Billy Connelly in disguise; he accompanied us on 

our trip to our hotel before we headed out for food in a typical 

Italian restaurant.  Mrs Knibbs had completely banned us from 

having anything other than true Italian cuisine – no KFC or Mac-

cy Ds allowed!  After a picturesque walk back to the hotel, we 

quickly settled down for the night, ready for our adventures the 

next day. 

English and RE ‘RAISE’ the bar in Rome 

Day 2: 

We rose early and set out to visit the grand Coliseum of Rome. Upon 

arrival we were astonished by the magnificence of its architecture 

and were eager to gaze upon its inside beauty. As we studied the 

stands in the amphitheatre, we could see the history unfolding be-

fore our eyes, gladiators battling wild animals and many gruesome 

deaths meant to entertain. Later that day, we set out to the Roman 

Forum, the heart of the Roman Empire. It was here that Rome began 

and from here grew into the strong and powerful empire it’s known 

as today. We then visited the Trevi Fountain which was absolutely 

beautiful. We threw coins into the fountain and wished to one day 

return to Rome while we watched the water slowly cascade down the 

statues. After a short break in a nearby Café, we walked to the Pan-

theon. There were so many rules we had to obey, for example we 

weren’t allowed to stand too near the statues or linger for too long next 

to them and no sound was permitted, the place was absolutely silent. It 

was very exciting and it was extremely interesting to read about the 

history of the Pantheon and the ceiling was a dome which seemed to go 

up and up forever. We later walked to the Spanish steps and ran up to 

the very top before eventually walking back to the hotel. 

Day 3: 

On the second day, our first visit was Castel Sant’Angelo. 

It was once the tallest building in Rome and was a castle 

before becoming a museum. It was very interesting to 

look around and learn about the different statues and the 

history of the castle. We wandered around and learned 

much about its defences and we could see even Saint 

Peter’s Basilica from the top, which just so happened 

to be our next stop. We had a wonderful view of the 

Vatican as we were walking towards it but we didn’t 

realise its beauty and immensity until we were stood, 

gazing up at it. The architecture of Saint Peter’s Basili-

ca was so detailed and magnificent, but nothing could 

prepare us for the pure artistry of the inside. Our eyes 

were greeted with seemingly endless corridors, all 

lined with statues of emperors and important people 

in Roman history. The ceilings were all high and pat-

terned with different shapes, all symmetrical. It was 

beautiful. We carried on traipsing through the corri-

dors and we found ourselves faced with walls and ceilings 

plastered with golden artwork and it covered every inch of 

the building. We all peered up at the art, even more excit-

ed to get to the end and see the ceiling Michelangelo’s 

hand-painted ceiling and when we saw it we were not 

disappointed. Everyone was dead silent and, again we 

were warned not to take any pictures. It was very beautiful 

and immaculate, patterns covered the walls and paintings 

shrouded the ceiling in colour.  

Coming out of the Vatican, we were greeted by a beautiful 

sunset, which framed the amazing architecture of St. Pe-

ter’s Square.  Mrs Knibbs explained to us how new popes 

were elected and to hear this, whilst standing in the actu-

al square where it all takes place, was truly awe-inspiring.  

Mrs Knibbs was seen to get a little teary at one point 

when we were by her ‘favourite pope’s’ tomb – ‘JP the 

second’ all the way!  We then embarked back to the hotel 

and awaited our penultimate meal- of which we got lost 

on the way!  

Day 4: 

On our final day, we did our most walking yet – 14km!  During 

the day, we saw a number of different basilicas including the 

very beautiful Santa Maria Maggiore and San Pietro in Vinco-

li (St. Peter in Chains); these were so amazingly atmospheric it 

was very difficult not to be touched to the core.  After a late 

lunch, it was back to the hotel to get ready for our coach back 

to the airport.  This was not without its excitement after some-

one (you know who you are!) left their passport on the coach 

and nearly ended up staying in Rome for an extra day with Mrs 

Knibbs!  Eventually, a very tired but happy group arrived home 

in the early hours of the morning, having experienced what can 

only be described as a trip of a lifetime.  If you have never been 

to Rome – DO IT! 

From the top: At the Coliseum, 

middle picture, at the Spanish 

Steps and at the Vatican 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjknIb576vUAhXJJMAKHbvwDl4QFggtMAA&url=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FSan_Pietro_in_Vincoli&usg=AFQjCNE0AZgZe3aoapTnhZYP2r0hhb4i2Q
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjknIb576vUAhXJJMAKHbvwDl4QFggtMAA&url=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FSan_Pietro_in_Vincoli&usg=AFQjCNE0AZgZe3aoapTnhZYP2r0hhb4i2Q


How much does it cost? 
When we originally researched the 

possibility of changing the school uni-

form, cost was always at the centre of 

our decision making. The costs of the 

uniform are as follows: 

•Tie:  £3.99 

•White tailored shirt (long or short 

sleeve) – the school will leave this 

decision to parents in order to accom-

modate all family budgets (For exam-

ple, Asda currently sell three shirts for 

£10 which compares favourably to 

our previous polo shirt which are £16 

each) 

•Black v-neck ‘sweater material’ 

jumper/cardigan with the new Porth 

crest: £12.99 (up to small) and £13.99 

(small to large) 

•Black blazer with the new Porth 

crest: £25 (for all sizes) 

•PE Kit – PE top £12.99, PE shorts 

£10.99, PE ‘Skort’ for girls £10.99, PE 

socks £4.95. Howells also provide a 

rugby top as an optional extra for 

£19.99 

All pupils will be expected to  wear black tailored trou-
sers and black shoes to complete the uniform. Parents 
should note that ‘skinny’ trousers are not acceptable, 
students are expected to wear tailored trousers. 
Shoes will also be expected with no canvas or sports 
trainers being allowed. 

White shirt (long or short sleeve) this should be tucked in at all times. 

Clip-on tie (gold and green for years 7—10 and black, gold and red for year 11—13) 

Black V-neck jumper or cardigan with the Porth crest. 

Black blazer with Porth crest for all year groups. 

Black tailored trousers. Denim or ‘skinny’ trousers are not acceptable. 

Belts are to be plain black with a simple buckle. 

Black shoes. Trainers (I.e. canvas shoes and/or shoes with a brand logo) are not 

allowed. 

Uniform Requirements 



What our pupils are  
saying about their uniform… 
 

“I really like our new 
school uniform, it 
looks so smart.” 
 
“Our school uniform 
is so smart, I feel  
really proud wearing 
it .” 

Where can I order? 

Our supplier is: Howells Sports, 42 Dunraven Street, Tonypandy, CF40 1AL 01443 433335 

Year 7 - 11 
•White tailored shirt 

•Green and gold clip-on tie 

•Black v-neck jumper/cardigan 

•Year 7 – 13: Black blazer 

PE Kit 
•Sport polo top 

•Shorts or ‘Skorts’ for girls 

•Socks 

Am I eligible for a uniform grant? 

Any pupil in receipt of Free School Meals qualifies for a uniform 

grant. This will entitle parents to obtain the school uniform using 

the voucher system when you order directly with Howells Sports. 

Any Year 7 pupils will also receive the additional Welsh Assembly 

grant. Any parents who are unsure about whether they qualify for 

Free School Meals should check with the Local Authority or use the 

following web link for advice and guidance or telephone 01443 

680363 to make a telephone application: www.rctcbc.gov.uk/en/

advicebenefits/benefits/freeschoolmeals/freeschoolmeals 

Year 11-13 
As on the left, but with a 

black and gold clip-on  

tie as shown above 



Holocaust Memorial Day (HMD) takes place every year in the UK on January 27th – 

the date Auschwitz was liberated in 1945 – to commemorate victims of Nazi perse-

cution, the Holocaust and subsequent genocides in Cambodia, Rwanda, Bosnia and 

Darfur. The Holocaust Memorial Day Trust take on a different theme each year and 

this year’s theme was ‘How Can Life Go On?’ 

This year’s event took place on Friday 27th January 2017 and in the run-up to the 

day our school ran a number of activities to honour HMD. The History and RE De-

partments held Holocaust-themed lessons with classes in Years 9-13, discussions 

took place during registration periods, and film viewings took place in the History 

Department after school.  

On the Friday, Year 9 worked together in groups to create a variety of team pro-

jects which included poems, posters, fact files, and other items to commemorate 

the victims of genocide. The work that was produced is currently on display in 

some of the classrooms. To round off the day the students enjoyed some deli-

cious Challah bread which was impressively prepared and shared out by Alice 

Smith in Year 13. 

As a result of the number of activities that took place, Porth County were re-

sponsible for holding more activities than any other school or organisation in 

Wales this year! A representative of the Holocaust Memorial Day Trust com-

mented: 

“It’s fantastic to see the huge number of varied, meaningful HMD activities 

that Porth County held for HMD 2017. It was pleasing to see the Recipe 

Cards being used to create Challah! We can’t wait to see what Porth does for HMD 2018.” 

The History and RE Departments would like to thank all pupils who were involved for their maturity 

and contribution to the week’s events. A special thanks goes to the Sixth Form students in particular 

who got involved to assist in the delivery of these activities.  

Holocaust Memorial Day 2017 – Porth County breaks records! 

The HMD commemoration concluded with a visit to the school from Holocaust survi-

vor Joanna Millan on February 10th 2017. Joanna was born in Berlin in 1942 and 

less than a year later was sent to Terezin Ghetto near Prague. Sadly, Joanna’s par-

ents both died in separate camps and she was flown to the UK with many others 

after the liberation of Terezin in 1945. Joanna grew up in England and was encour-

aged to research and unearth more about her family’s experience in the 1980s. 

Today she shares that story in schools and institutions around Britain. During Joan-

na’s talk at Porth our students asked a number of interesting and poignant ques-

tions and both students and staff sat in awe while listening to her incredible life 

story. We are truly grateful to Joanna for travelling all the way to Porth to kindly 

share her fascinating yet difficult story with us about her family’s experiences during 

the Holocaust. 

Holocaust survivor Joanna Millan visits Porth County 



During February half term Mr Hicks, Mrs Ingham, Mr Young, Mr Davies and Dr Bosanko accompanied 50 students in Years 10-13 on 

the History Department trip to Amsterdam to visit many of the famous historical and tourist attractions.  

Amsterdam Adventure 

 



Mr Hicks would like to give a special thanks to Emma and the whole Edwards team for organising such a phenomenal trip, to our patient 

and friendly driver Matt, to all staff who gave up their time to attend, to Sarah and Paula for helping with the trip admin, to Mr Davies for 

his emotive nut bar speech on the bus, to Mr Young for his equally brilliant and crystal clear speech on itinerary timings, to everyone who 

waited for me to get ready every morning, to the Sixth Form for teaching Dr Boz a few card games, to the hostel for stocking up on Prin-

gles, Soleros and Magnums for Ben Romans and, finally, the History Department would like to sincerely thank all the students involved 

for your conduct, enthusiasm and maturity and to each of you for individually helping to make this trip a truly unforgettable experience. 

Dank Je!  

Amsterdam Adventure—continued 



Year 9 Spanish pupils enjoyed a lesson with a differ-

ence in February when they visited Bar 44 in Cardiff on 

Valentine’s Day!  This was following our very successful 

visit earlier in the year with the GCSE class.  Bar 44 is a 

Spanish tapas-style restaurant with authentic food and 

décor which comes directly from Spain. 

Pupils once again took part in a number of activities 

such as naming key ingredients, learning the correct 

way to taste Spanish drinks (which can be messy!), 

playing bingo in Spanish and, of course, sampling the 

Spanish tapas on offer.  They also received a talk on 

the use of Spanish in hospitality careers as well as in-

formation on how the ingredients are sourced.   Señor 

Young and Señora Williams were very impressed by the 

pupils’ willingness to try the different dishes and all 

pupils represented Porth County impeccably. 

Those pupils continuing to study Spanish to GCSE next 

year can look forward to more events of this nature.  

¡Hasta pronto! 

Bar 44 

PCCS welcomed 48 French pupils and their teachers to our school in June.  Year 9 pupils have been corresponding with French pen pals 

of the same age from Collège St. Paul, in Angouleme during this academic year.  It was therefore with great excitement that many of our 

pupils were able to meet their pen pals who were visiting Wales and spent a morning at PCCS.  After a welcome briefing to get to know 

each other, our pupils took their pen pals to lessons with them.  The French visitors enjoyed a variety of activities including baking and 

Zumba.  The MFL department would like to thank pupils and teachers for their support with making the visit a success.  Porth County 

pupils proved themselves excellent hosts and enjoyed chatting with their French friends. 

Bravo année 9! 

Cardiff Uni Inspiration day!! 

Sixteen of our Year 11 pupils spent a fascinating time on the 3rd April 

at Cardiff University discovering their potential career choices and life 

at university. Entitled ‘Cardiff Uni Inspiration day’, the event consisted 

of a series of faculty led workshops following an introductory talk 

about university life in the main lecture theatre. 

The hour-long workshops involved activities that were focused around 

future career paths and were led by teaching staff and students at the 

university. They included tutorials on Dentistry, Business Studies, Law, 

Psychology, Medicine and many more… 

Our pupils gained a great insight into the many opportunities that Uni-

versity holds and it has inspired them to aim high in the future… 

Bienvenue! 



As the year comes to an end it gives me great pleasure 

to showcase a selection of activities undertaken 

through our school’s PSE and Work Related Education 

programme.  Internal staff and external partners have 

once again supported the successful delivery of our 

PSE curriculum; further enhancing teaching and learn-

ing within the department as well as skill development 

amongst our learners.   

The shots provide an insight into the nature of the les-

sons delivered; ranging from Personal Safety, Career 

Planning and Healthy Lifestyles.  All of which would not 

be possible without the keen support and first class 

efforts of our key partners.  

As a result, I would like to take this opportunity, as we 

approach the end of the academic year, to thank the 

many members of our school and local community for 

their positive contribution toward what has been an 

extremely busy yet enjoyable year within the PSE/WRE 

department!  Diolch yn fawr!    We now look forward to 

the two remaining KS4 activities; Mock Interviews (6th 

July) and Work Experience (17th July).  Reflections relat-

ing to these events will be shared during Autumn term 

2017/2018.   

Mrs. N McCarthy 

Reflect and Reward 

Year 7 “Enterprise Challenge” 

set by RCT EET: 

Students developing their 

chosen business ideas.  

Year 7 Enterprise: 

Students impressing their peers 

with their creativity and innova-

tion.  

Year 8, Personal Safety: 

 Discussing the many dangers 

associated to substance misuse 

with PC Williams, South Wales 

Police, Core liaison Programme.  

Mrs. Howard, 

Careers Wales 

Advisor, support-

ing Year 9 stu-

dents with option 

choice prep.  

Year 7 Students 

discussing the im-

portance of “Water / 

Hydration”. Here they 

are seen measuring 

sugar content in a 

range of soft drinks. 

Year 9 students meeting successful entrepreneur, Jayne Brown.  Proving 

they have the employability skills to be successful in today’s workplace. 

Year 8 “Just B Smoke Free Ambassadors”:  working together to raise 

awareness of the risks associated to Smoking.  

Year 8 stu-

dents reward-

ed for their 

efforts and 

creativity with 

the PSE Post-

er Competi-

tion.  A 

“celebration” 

of success – 

overall win-

ners. 

Students reflect on their 

personal effectiveness 

and how they might apply 

such skills to the Just B 

Smoke Free project.   



Design Technology Students Make The Wall! 
Well done to our students across year’s 7, 8 and 9 who have made our DT Hall Of Fame.  All of the  

students have earned their place by showing excellent skills, flair and attitude.  Well done to you all! 


